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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
. use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9,26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takashimizu et al (US 5,956,161). 

Regarding claim 1 , Takashimizu discloses a duplex image reading apparatus 
comprising: a transportation path for transporting a sheet original to a reading means; 
first and second region by original transporting reading means located corresponding to 
respective transportation sides of said sheet original in the reading region of said 
transportation path, wherein each of said first and second reading means is of such a 
configuration that a color reference portion used as a color reference for reading is 
opposed to a reading portion while the color reference portion and the reading portion 
are placed on two sides with the transportation sides of interposed the two sides and 
the sheet original wherein said first and second reading means are arranged so that one 
of said reading portion and said color reference portion is supported so as to be 
movable in a direction substantially perpendicular to an image reading surface of said 
reading portion (Fig 1; Refs: 310,410,412,414,712,752;12:23-29;14:43-65;15:53-65) 

Considering claim 2, Takashimizu teaches A duplex image reading apparatus 
Claim wherein said first reading means according to fixedly a main body of supports the 
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reading portion relative to the apparatus, wherein said second reading means supports 
the reading portion so that the reading portion is movable in the direction substantially 
perpendicular to the image reading surfaces wherein the color reference portion of said 
first reading means is arranged to be movable in the direction substantially 
perpendicular to the image reading surface so that the sheet original is urged toward the 
image reading surface of said first reading means, and wherein the color reference 
portion of said second reading means is fixed on a substantially same plane as the 
image reading surface of said first reading means and the image reading surface of said 
second reading means is urged so as to be brought into contact with the color reference 
portion of said second reading means (14:17-48). 

For claim 3, Takashimizu teaches wherein the color reference portion of said first 
reading means is provided above the transportation sides of the sheet original (Fig 1). 

For claim 4, Takashimizu teaches wherein the color reference portion of second 
reading means is constructed integrally with supporting means for supporting the 
reading portion of said first reading means (Fig 1 ; 14:43-65). 

Regarding claims 5-8, Takashimizu discloses wherein the reading portion of said 
second reading means is supported by a flexible, elastic member (25:27-37). 

Considering claim 9, Takashimizu teaches wherein said second reading means 
is located downstream of said first reading means in a transporting direction of the sheet 
original (Fig 1). 
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For claim 26, Takashimizu teaches image forming means for forming an image 
on a recording medium, based on image read information read by said image reading 
apparatus (22:53-65). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-7PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). A a 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 10-13 are allowed. 



Conclusion 
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